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BHS College Application Guide
https://bit.ly/3B2lrIg

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1plmaGDijIT3p5OmchNcnKIbEuXA2vwJPyGVbbAZW3Kw/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/3B2lrIg


Many selective colleges 
report that at least half of 

admitted students were 
accepted test-optional



2000+ colleges are test-optional. 

For the complete list, go to fairtest.org

Requiring tests: 
Harvard, Dartmouth, Brown, Yale, Caltech, Purdue, MIT, Georgetown

Military Academies, Florida State, Georgia, etc + some scholarships

http://fairtest.org


Updates from last year:

● Fewer applicants (approx 10% less) applying to more schools
● Decrease in International Student applications

● Increased use of waitlists
● Some state schools starting ED (Michigan, URI, UConn, etc)



BHS College Visits
9/ 15 - 11/ 7

BHS Calendars

bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html

Students need to register on Naviance 
and bring the signed permission form  

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html
http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s894_wpeSCNFuOsFsEVY6Ynq44j0TspV5TZTXDP3WBQ/edit?usp=sharing


UMass Amherst update
Early Action Admit Rates

Overall: 74%

Nursing: 15% 

Computer Science: 49%

Finance: 56%

Reg Decision Admit Rates

Overall: 51%

Nursing: 4%

Computer Science: 20%

Finance: 37%



GPA
BHS GPA has been updated on Naviance (Go to About Me:: 
Profile)

Note that most admission offices calculate their own GPA 

BHS reports unweighted GPA only

BHS does not rank students



We send only your final grades for 
grades 9-11.

We send 1st and 2nd term senior 
year grades to colleges

It is important to take a balanced 
load of classes and do well, 

especially after the pandemic year



Meeting with your counselor

• Student self-description form  
(Naviance: About Me: Surveys from Your School)
 

• Online: Filled out and signed release form
(the release form will populate “Colleges I am applying to” in Naviance)

https://student.naviance.com/about-me/surveys
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1meVZVSdcNIAe0VNqmvncBKlRVsjZCAOWGFJjEnnYZMs/edit?usp=sharing


Release your transcripts 4 weeks before the deadline
College Deadline BHS Deadline

October 15 Sept 17

November 1 October 6

November 15 October 17

December 1 October 31

December 15 November 17

January 1 December 1

January 15 December 15

February 1 January 5

February 15 January 15



Early Action
Apply by November 1 or 15

Decision by mid-December

Choose by May 1st

You can apply to several schools Early Action. UMass Amherst 
deadline this year was Nov 05.



Early Decision
Apply by November 1 or 15

Decision by mid-December

Choose by YOU HAVE TO GO TO THIS SCHOOL

You can apply to only ONE (1) school Early Decision. Since 
you have to go if admitted, you might get less financial 
assistance.



Early Decision 2
Apply if rejected from ED 1 (Dec 15)

Decision by end of January

Choose by YOU HAVE TO GO TO THIS SCHOOL

You can apply to only ONE (1) school Early Decision 2. Since 
you have to go if admitted, you might get less financial 
assistance.



https://apply.commonapp.org/login

https://apply.commonapp.org/login








YouTube Video showing the matching process:  https://youtu.be/-HgtPb5cNqI

https://youtu.be/-HgtPb5cNqI


Once you’ve applied
Make sure you check your email for the applicant portal
Make sure you log in to your portal
Make sure you check your portal for any missing information



Teacher Recommendations

• Ask if the teacher will “write a good recommendation”
• Provide a list of colleges to the teacher
• Do not ask more than 2 teachers for a recommendation
• At BHS, you can not add teachers to your Naviance. 

Teachers add you themselves after you talk to them



New optional essays
1)  Sometimes a student’s application and achievements may be impacted by 
challenges or other circumstances. If you’re comfortable sharing, this information 
can help colleges better understand the context of your application. Colleges may 
use this information to provide you and your fellow students with support and 
resources. (250 words)

2) Would you like to share any additional details or qualifications not reflected in 
the application?* (300 words)



Quick College Cost Estimator

https://myintuition.org/parents-students/

https://myintuition.org/parents-students/


Scholarships
https://www.Scholarships.com/

https://www.goingmerry.com/

BHS Scholarships application will be open later in the year. The 
committee will require CSS Profile.

https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/


Financial Aid Applications
Fill out the FAFSA form as soon as possible after release date  (Oct)
https://studentaid.gov/

if the school is on the PROFILE list found on collegeboard.org financial aid 
site, complete all the requirements described on the PROFILE site for your 
school and/or from your college.
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

https://studentaid.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

