
Senior Post High School 
Planning

Brookline High School



Dean Kendell Jones (he/him) and Dean Summer Williams (she/her)

kendell_jones@psbma.org summer_williams@psbma.org

Located in Suite 162 across from the Main Office at 115

mailto:kendell_jones@psbma.org
mailto:summer_williams@psbma.org


College Counselor: Lenny Libenzon
College-related 
presentations to 
parents and students. 
Work with challenging 
situations. 

Please contact your 
counselor first.

lenny_libenzon@psbma.org



Career Counselor: Kate Kennedy
Career exploration & 
information; 
interviewing; job 
shadows; supporting 
students with 
alternative post grad 
plans, such as trades

kate_kennedy@psbma.org



http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/guidance 

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/guidance


BHS College Application Guide
https://bit.ly/3B2lrIg

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1plmaGDijIT3p5OmchNcnKIbEuXA2vwJPyGVbbAZW3Kw/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/3B2lrIg


Senior Seminars
Seminar 1: starts week of September 21

Seminar 2: starts mid-Oct 



Class of 2023 outcomes
Outcome % of students

4 Yr College (incl 
non-us) 86.00%
2 Year College 3.60%
Employed 2.8%
Non-U.S. College 2.8%
Year Off 3.4%
Military 0.0%
Other (Prep, etc) 1.70%

https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=57&sort=396
https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=57&sort=398


Community College & Mass Transfer
https://www.mass.edu/masstransfer/

https://www.mass.edu/masstransfer/


Gap Year
teenlife.org
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year
https://www.omprakash.org/
https://www.cityyear.org/

BHS Gap Year Fair in January

http://www.teenlife.org/
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year
https://www.omprakash.org/
https://www.cityyear.org/


Many selective colleges 
report that at least half of 

admitted students were 
accepted test-optional



2000+ colleges are test-optional. 

For the complete list, go to fairtest.org

Requiring tests: MIT, Georgetown, Military Academies, 
Florida State, Georgia, etc + some scholarships

http://fairtest.org


On June 29, 2023, the U.S. Supreme Court announced its ruling holding that the use of race in 
admissions policies applied by the University of North Carolina and Harvard College violates the 

Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Harvard: The Court also ruled that colleges and universities may consider in admissions decisions “an 
applicant’s discussion of how race affected his or her life, be it through discrimination, inspiration, or 

otherwise.” 

New Supplemental Essay: Harvard has long recognized the importance of enrolling a diverse student 
body. How will the life experiences that shape who you are today enable you to contribute to 

Harvard?* (200 words)



Your responsibility
• Research schools

• Release transcripts
• Match Common App & Naviance

• Give Self-Description Form & Parent Brag sheet to counselor
• Request teacher rec

• Release your test scores



Finding the Best Fit

• Your School counselor
• Relatives and friends who went to 

college
• College tours
• FIske guide to Colleges

• College reps visiting BHS

Sources of College Information



BHS College Visits
9/ 18 - 11/ 9

BHS Calendars

bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html

Students need to register on Naviance 
and bring the signed permission form  

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html
http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s894_wpeSCNFuOsFsEVY6Ynq44j0TspV5TZTXDP3WBQ/edit?usp=sharing


https://student.naviance.com/colleges

https://student.naviance.com/colleges






Apply to
SAFETY MATCH REACH



Naviance Graph: Safety, Match or Reach?



Naviance Graph: Safety, Match or Reach?



Naviance Graph: Safety, Match or Reach?



University of Maine



New York University



University of Vermont



UMass Amherst update
Early Action Admit Rates

Overall: 74%

Nursing: 15% 

Computer Science: 49%

Finance: 56%

Reg Decision Admit Rates

Overall: 51%

Nursing: 4%

Computer Science: 20%

Finance: 37%



GPA
BHS GPA has been updated on Naviance (Go to About Me:: 
Profile)

Note that most admission offices calculate their own GPA 

BHS reports unweighted GPA only

BHS does not rank students



We send only your final grades for 
grades 9-11.

We send 1st and 2nd term senior 
year grades to colleges

It is important to take a balanced 
load of classes and do well, 

especially after the pandemic year



Regular Decision
Apply by January 1 or 15

Decision by April 1

Choose by May 1st

Check the college website for specific deadlines!



Early Action
Apply by November 1 or 15

Decision by mid-December

Choose by May 1st

You can apply to several schools Early Action. UMass Amherst 
deadline this year was Nov 05.



Early Decision
Apply by November 1 or 15

Decision by mid-December

Choose by YOU HAVE TO GO TO THIS SCHOOL

You can apply to only ONE (1) school Early Decision. Since 
you have to go if admitted, you might get less financial 
assistance.



https://apply.commonapp.org/login

https://apply.commonapp.org/login










YouTube Video showing the matching process:  https://youtu.be/-HgtPb5cNqI

https://youtu.be/-HgtPb5cNqI


Once you’ve applied
Make sure you check your email for the applicant portal
Make sure you log in to your portal
Make sure you check your portal for any missing information, 
etc.



Release your transcripts 4 weeks before the deadline
College Deadline BHS Deadline

October 15 Sept 18

November 1 October 2

November 15 October 16

December 1 November 1

December 15 November 15

January 1 November 30

January 15 December 12

February 1 January 3

February 15 January 18



Meeting with your counselor

• Student self-description form  
(Naviance: About Me: Surveys from Your School)
 

• Online: Filled out and signed release form

https://student.naviance.com/about-me/surveys
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1x41zf1vWJd4MGLWM66G8g-8hHEsq-k12NXn7CpWxuXM/edit?usp=sharing


Parent brag sheet

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6If7_KxeX3jdlotb2JOVVNrNE0/view?usp=sharing


Teacher Recommendations

• Ask if the teacher will “write a good recommendation”
• Provide a list of colleges to the teacher
• Do not ask more than 2 teachers for a recommendation
• At BHS, you can not add teachers to your Naviance. 

Teachers add you themselves after you talk to them



TEst Score Release

• Release your SAT & AP Scores from Collegeboard.com
• Release your ACT scores from ACT.org



essays
PTO College Essay Workshop, September 30, 9am 
-12:30. Scan QR Code to Register



essays
• Write several “rough” essays, choose one to edit
• Colleges are Chat-GPT aware
• Be mindful of the short “supplemental essays” 
• Note that some appear only after you indicate your major



Quick College Cost Estimator

https://myintuition.org/parents-students/

https://myintuition.org/parents-students/


Scholarships
https://www.fastweb.com/

https://www.goingmerry.com/

BHS Scholarships application will be open later in the year. The 
committee will require CSS Profile.

https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/


Financial Aid Applications
Fill out the FAFSA form as soon as possible after release date  (approx. 
mid-December in 2023)
https://studentaid.gov/

if the school is on the PROFILE list found on collegeboard.org financial aid 
site, complete all the requirements described on the PROFILE site for your 
school and/or from your college.
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

https://studentaid.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


COLLEGE AFFORDABLE: PARTNERING WITH BHS TO HELP YOU

● The ‘financial piece’ of college is an integral part of the college application 
and selection process for many

● There are ways to make the costs more manageable but the maze to ease 
the financial burden is complicated and prone to error

● Thanks to 3rd party sponsorship you have access to ongoing education and 
ad-hoc personalized guidance at no cost to you



BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE AFFORDABLE

ABOUT COLLEGE AFFORDABLE (https://collegeaffordable.org)

● A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization built to help families reduce the cost of 
college, minimize debt and increase higher education choices

● Created by the team at Campus Bound as an independent, self-governed 
public charity.

● Support provided by current and former financial aid officers and college 
financing experts

● Timely webinars on important topics (first one tomorrow night!), email 
support, confidential consultation, and self-help tools

https://collegeaffordable.org


BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE AFFORDABLE

TYPES OF SUPPORT AVAILABLE

● Create a realistic family budget to measure affordability

● Optimize scholarship and grant opportunities at target colleges

● Assist with completion of financial aid applications

● Interpret award letters to allow for fully informed decisions

● Review potential lenders to select the best opportunity



BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE AFFORDABLE

WHY PARTICIPATE?

College can be an incredible investment and opportunity

● However it is a significant financial commitment
● Education and guidance can save you thousands

A FEW EXAMPLES….

…identified an error on the FAFSA & CSS Profile resulting in an additional 
$10,000 annually to attend Northeastern (the student’s top choice)

…assisted merit appeals received an additional $5,500/yr to attend Bentley



BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE AFFORDABLE

GETTING STARTED
➔ Visit your dedicated landing page: 

https://collegeaffordable.org/brooklinehs

https://collegeaffordable.org/brookline


BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE AFFORDABLE

GETTING STARTED

➔ Register (very important!) : complete the Family Registration Form and sign-up 
for the webinar series simultaneously

➔ Explore: utilize the tools and resources available to you through the program

➔ First Webinar tomorrow night on aid application process and helpful tips


