
Sophomore Parent Breakfast

Brookline High School



Career Counselor: Kate Kennedy 
Interim Career Support - Analisa Fazio 

Career exploration & 
information; 
interviewing; job 
shadows; supporting 
students with 
alternative post grad 
plans, such as trades

kate_kennedy@psbma.org
analisa_fazio@psbma.org

mailto:kate_kennedy@psbma.org


College Counselor: Lenny Libenzon
College-related 
presentations to 
parents and students. 
Work with challenging 
situations. 

Please contact your 
counselor first.

lenny_libenzon@psbma.org

mailto:lenny_libenzon@psbma.org


http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/guidance

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/guidance


Class of 2021 most popular colleges
Apply Accept Attend

University of Massachusetts-Amherst 256 153 31

Boston University 129 46 19

Northeastern University 129 38 15

University of Vermont 106 72 13

University of Massachusetts-Boston 68 43 8

Tufts University 69 11 8

New York University 100 14 7

Bates, Colby, Harvard, Tulane              --              – 6



Sophomore Seminars:
Sophomore seminars have already happened (Nov- 

Dec). The theme was connected to career readiness 
conversations,  tied into what students think they 
may be interested in for upcoming BHS courses and 
area community service and job opportunities. 

In hub advisory, sophomores have been logging into 
Naviance to explore the career surveys, links, and 
RoadTrip Nation stories about different careers 
highlighted there. Gr 10 counselors rotated into 
hubs to co-keep circles around these topics.



BHS Graduation Requirements



Mass State Admission Standards



Mass State Admission Standards
 

• Any student applying to a state college or 
university on an IEP is not required to take 
the SAT or ACT. The IEP and support 
documentation will need to be sent to the 
colleges. 

• For students whose first language is not 
English, they will need to take the TOEFL or 
Duolingo tests



1675+ colleges are 
test-optional. 

75% of 4-year colleges for 
current seniors

For the complete list, go to 
fairtest.org

http://fairtest.org


Pre-ACT
• Strengths and Weaknesses in math, English, reading and 

science. In addition, pre-ACT helps students develop 
after-school goals

• Date:  Saturday, April 9
• Info about signing up for this practice ACT will start 

during the week of March 7, 2022. 
• Students with specific testing accommodations from IEPs, 

504s, and ICaps can be accommodated at BHS and this info 
will be shared on the registration form and confirmed.







Clubs
● Clubs and Activities List All current clubs listed on the BHS homepage, under 

Student Life  
● “A Call to Action Club Fair” will be held in the afternoon of the January 26 

Intersession Day. In the early afternoon, BHS Student Council will host this Call to 
Action Fair which focuses on student activism, community service, and affinity 
clubs. These clubs will host tables and offer students the opportunity to get 
engaged with their activities. 

● Add'l club info sharing will happen for certain clubs on the upcoming Jan 26 Intersession 
Day.

● Annual Club Fair: early Fall

https://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/clubs-and-activities-list.html


PSAT
Likely Saturday October 15, 

7:45 a.m. - BHS

Registration: online, by mid-Oct. 
Info in Advisory



Naviance
• Web based system for college and career readiness, used in 

grades 9 – 12. 
• Students get individual accounts. Parents can look into 

student information through these accounts. 
• The Guidance department communicates with students by 

sending out emails through Naviance.

• Naviance is utilized extensively in junior and senior 

years for the college application process. 



What to look forward to 2nd SEMESTER 
● Midyear exam dates have been pushed back by 2 days (Thurs 1/20, Friday 1/21, 

Monday 1/24, and Tuesday 1/25). Exams will be spread over 4 days to allow 
students to have mostly one exam per day. Students only come to BHS for their 
exams on these days, no regular school schedule. 

● Course selection for Gr 11 will start in March. Teachers will communicate their 
level & course recommendations to individual students. Parent override period 
is likely early April and should be considered very carefully in consultation 
with student, likely counselor. 

● MCAS ELA is scheduled for March 22 / 23. MCAS Math is scheduled for May 17 / 18

● The Annual Job/Career Fair will be in April and widely publicized



What to look forward to JUNIOR YEAR

– Students take PSATs in October 
– 11th Grade Guidance Seminars
– Junior Parent & Student Night
– SAT and/or ACT in spring 
– College Fair & Gap Year Fair
– College visits (February and April vacations)
– Virtual college info sessions





“Parents are fired as managers 
and working hard to become 
my consultant on my terms..”

“A fair number of students experience
 the sophomore slump, which usually 
occurs in the latter part of tenth grade..” 



“Realize that it isn’t normal 
for sophomores to come home 
and want to brief their parents 
on the details of their life..”

“When teenagers come home
 from school they often need to 
“detox,” just like adults do when
 they come home from work..”





For too many parents and their children, 
getting into a highly selective school 
is seen as the conclusive measure of a 
young person’s worth, a binding verdict 
on the life that he or she has led up to 
that point, an uncontestable harbinger 
of the successes or disappointments to 
come. Winner or loser: this is when the 
judgement is made.



By pushing kids relentlessly and narrowly 
toward one of the most prized schools in 
the country you are probably setting them 
up for heartbreak, and you’re imparting a 
questionable set of values.

Your control over the outcome is very, 
very limited, and outcome says nothing 
definitive about [student’s] talent and 
potential.



Different timelines...
Different definitions of 
success...

We will help you find the 
right fit!!!!




