
Post high school planning: 
2020 Covid Impact update

Brookline High School 



Test-Optional
More and more colleges are becoming 
test-optional for the next year and beyond.  

For the complete list, go to fairtest.org

● Some majors still require SAT/ACT, so please check college 
websites

● def test optional v.test blind

http://fairtest.org


UMass Amherst
We have analyzed three years of data and more than 100,000 applicant 
records to develop a formula for our test-optional assessment that uses 
the re-calculated high school GPA as the base. For applicants who either 
have or will submit test scores, we will compare the result of the formula 
with and without the test score included and give the applicant the highest 
value of the two. 



College Apply Accept Attend

UMass Amherst 274 168 39
Boston University 139 56 18
University of Vermont 89 54 5

UMass Boston 89 47 17
Northeastern University 161 45 21
New York University 85 30 6
UMass Lowell 56 30 6
Brandeis University 63 22 10
George Washington University 64 21 5
American University 47 20 4
Tufts University 84 13 12
Boston College 55 12 4
Clark University 38 12 1

https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=63&sort=435
https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=63&sort=436
https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=63&sort=439
https://succeed.naviance.com/reporting-framework/reports/customize?report_instance_id=63&sort=440


Tests Still Required 

From 
https://www.compassprep.com/
college-profiles/



Testing Dates
ACT: almost every Sat in 
Sept & Oct

SAT: BHS-specific date, 
10/14 (BHS seniors only, 
prioritizing seniors with no 
tests)

Colleges are aware of the 
testing situation



Grades and GPA
BHS will not report GPA on the transcript

You will see your “working” GPA on Naviance, but it will not 
be reported to colleges

Colleges will get your transcript & calculate GPA themselves

Our GPA policy for this year will be explained on the School 
Profile

We are asking you to not report your GPA to colleges



Colleges will use 
Holistic & 

Contextual Review 
this year



Common Application (http://www.commonapp.org)

Same essay topics as last year (650 word limit).  Below are 
some popular topics:

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent so meaningful they 
believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, please 
share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 
Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and 
what did you learn from the experience?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you’ve already written, one 
that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.

http://www.commonapp.org


Common Application (http://www.commonapp.org)

New 250 word essay topic: “Community disruptions such as 
Covid-19 and natural disasters can have deep and long-lasting 
impacts. If you need it, this space is yours to describe those 
impacts. Colleges care about the effects on your health and 
well-being, safety, family circumstances, future plans, and 
education, including access to reliable technology and quiet 
study spaces.”

http://www.commonapp.org




Activities section, message from admissions
Admissions are living it as well.  We are in it 
together. We understand that most of your activities 
were suspended.



Researching Colleges Remotely
COVID-19 has caused campuses to cancel classes, tours and admitted students days. 
However, there are a lot of online resources available to learn as much as you can 
in the meantime.  

What you can do now from home:

● Sign up for college newsletters and updates
● Open every email from the colleges you are interested in and click on the links
● Reach out to your admissions officers to establish contact and get any 

questions you have answered
● Attend Upcoming Virtual College Admission Events including tours and 

information sessions - Click on this google doc to view a growing list of 
colleges who have moved their tours and/or information sessions online in the 
coming weeks.

● Attend NACAC Virtual College Fairs on 10/12, 10/18 and 11/18 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZOAtzZNAjwxoOQbKzMY2JvMll24LQHBXlpV158qQi0U/htmlview?usp=sharing&urp=gmail_link&sle=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZOAtzZNAjwxoOQbKzMY2JvMll24LQHBXlpV158qQi0U/htmlview?usp=sharing&urp=gmail_link&sle=true


BHS College Visits
9/ 21 - 11/ 9

4 pm - 8 pm

BHS Calendars

bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/
calendars.html

http://bhs.brookline.k12.ma.us/calendars.html


Important this year
Grades for senior year (GPA not reported)

Recommendations (Teachers & Counselor)

Personal Essays 

Interviews, if available



Transcript Release form
Available through your Counselor’s Canvas page by end of 
the week

Your counselor has 4 weeks to write the recommendation 
after you submit the release form

Please submit Self_Description_Form (Naviance: About Me: 
Surveys) and Parent Brag Sheet

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6If7_KxeX3jdlotb2JOVVNrNE0/view


Different timelines...
Different definitions of 
success...

We will help you find the 
right fit!!!!


